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Purpose. 
 
 To establish policy determining that sewer laterals are the 

responsibility of property owners and not the District.   
 
Background.   
 
 The District operates and maintains District sewer mains which 

collect sewage from sewer laterals on privately-owned property.  A 
sewer lateral is deemed to be the portion of the property owner's 
sewer line that connects to the District main, whether in an ease-
ment on the owner's property or in a public right-of-way.  Fre-
quently stoppage occurs within privately-owned sewer laterals due 
to property owner's use and requests are made to the District to 
clear the stoppage in the lateral.   

 
Policy.   
 
 The District is responsible for operation and maintenance of Dis-

trict sewer mains, which includes cleaning of the mains.  The Dis-
trict has no responsibility for cleaning any portion of a property 
owner's sewer line or sewer lateral.  District personnel are pro-
hibited from cleaning or servicing any such sewer line or lateral 
unless otherwise authorized to do so by the General Manager.  The 
General Manager may grant such authorization when he deems it to 
be in the best interest of the District to do so.  Charges may be 
made to the owner for such service at the discretion of the Gen-
eral Manager.   

 




