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MINUTES OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

OTAY WATER DISTRICT 

September 15, 1999 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Vice President Price at 1:40 

p.m. in the District Boardroom, 2554 Sweetwater Springs Boulevard, Spring Val-

ley, California. 

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Directors, Price, Laudner, Inocentes, Watton  
and Poveda (arrived at 3:00 p.m.) 
 

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None 
 

STAFF PRESENT:  General Manager Cardenas 
    Attorney Harron 

Admin Dept Head Alvarez 
Engineering Dept Head Stanton 
Finance Dept Head Chambers 
Operations Dept Head Mahanke 
District Secretary Bartlett-May 
Public Affairs Administrator Cassens 
Others as per attached list 
 

2. After the Pledge of Allegiance, a motion was made by  Director Ino-

centes, seconded by Director Laudner, and unanimously carried, to approve the 

agenda. 

3. A motion was made by Director Inocentes, seconded by Director 

Watton, and unanimously carried, to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of September 1, 1999.   

4. A motion was made by Director Laudner, seconded by Director 

Watton, and unanimously carried, to approve the Demands as listed.  
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 5. Vice President Price inquired if anyone in the audience desired to 

address the Board on any item not on the agenda.  No one wished to be heard. 

6. A motion was made by Director Inocentes, seconded by Director 

Laudner, and unanimously carried, to adopt the following items on the Consent 

Calender 

a) DENIAL OF PACIFIC BAY PROPERTIES CLAIM AGAINST THE 
DISTRICT 

 
b) APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION ADOPTING RECORDS 

RETENTION SCHEDULE 
 

   RESOLUTION NO. 3816 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF OTAY 
WATER DISTRICT ADOPTING SCHEDULE FOR RETENTION 
AND DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS 

 
c) AUTHORIZATION FOR FUNDING OF $4,200 TO THE 

CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES CENTER FOR THE PERIOD 
OF OCTOBER 1, 1999 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2000 

 
d) APPROVAL OF AMICUS CURIAE SUPPORT FOR EAST BAY 

MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT IN THE CASE, UTILITY COST 
MANAGEMENT V. EAST BAY MUD 

 
e) AUTHORIZATION FOR STAFF TO SIGN THE STATE 

NEGOTIATED CONTRACT WITH PACIFIC BELL FOR LOCAL 
AND LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE SERVICE 

 
7. Administrative Services Department Head Alvarez presented the 

Department's monthly report.  He reported that the laptop computers ordered for 

the Directors on in and they are currently being set up.  When they are ready, ar-

rangements will be made to deliver them and provide any training necessary.  He 

reported that the Y2K program is in the final stages of validation testing.  He also 

reported that his Department is coordinating a project management workshop 
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through the HR shared resources group.  Six agencies are sharing the cost with 27 

people attending.  They are also hosting the GIS Users Group meeting tomorrow. 

8. Operations Department Head Mahanke presented his Department's 

monthly report.  He pointed out that over 3,000 acre feet of water was used in Au-

gust.  The Olympic Training Center will switch to reclaimed water use tomorrow.  

He reported that 524 meters have been sold in the first two months of the fiscal 

year.  He also announced that Pedro Porras has been selected for the Operations 

Engineer position.   

9. Engineering Department Head Stanton presented his monthly De-

partment Report.  He pointed out that he had reduced the size of the monthly report 

to make it easier to read.  He reported that the District currently has $62 million in 

facilities in various stages of construction.  

10. Finance Department Head Chambers presented the monthly finan-

cial report.  She stated the market portfolio is currently $100,739,707 with a yield 

of 5.587%.   

11. Attorney Harron presented his monthly report.  He reported that Staff 

is attempting to set up a meeting with Western Water to discuss an option the Dis-

trict would like in the contract that would provide that Western Water would pay the 

District the difference in the cost of water between CWA's charge and Western 

Water's charge if a contract is entered into but no water is delivered.   

Director Inocentes stated he had brought this up because he did not want 

Western Water using the District for marketing purposes and if Western Water 

does not agree to this provision he would not be in favor of executing the contract. 
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Director Watton stated he agrees with Director Inocentes and also is aware 

that Mr. Cardenas has some other ideas regarding water transfers. 

In response to Director Price's questions, Mr. Harron reported that the Dis-

trict is negotiating a joint use agreement with the City of Chula Vista to provide for 

a park on top of a buried reservoir in EastLake.  The City will own the property and 

the District will have an easement for the reservoir.  If there is a problem (other 

than routine maintenance) the District would be responsible for finding another lo-

cation for the City's programs.  It was requested that a presentation be made at 

the next Board meeting on this project. 

He reported that the Water Conservation Garden is nearly complete.  Ma-

rina Landscape has agreed to replace the dead plants and the Sheriff's Depart-

ment will complete the ampitheater. 

12. Public Affairs Administrator Cassens stated he will be attending the 

Metropolitan Strategic Plan briefing on September 30.  He will also attend the 

special preview of an interactive display entitled "San Diego's Water, from Source 

to Tap" at the Fleet Science Center in Balboa Park on September 23.  He in-

quired if the Board would like to participate in a booth at the Del Mar Fair.  The 

Board concluded something should be done to encourage more participation by 

changing the location of the booth and reinvigorating interest.  Mr. Cassens will 

follow up on this suggestion.   

General Manager Cardenas thanked the Operations Staff for taking him out 

into the field and educating him on operation of the system.  He asked the Board 

about a tour of the Interconnect Project with Helix Water District.  It was concluded 

a tour would be scheduled for November 2. 
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13. Director Watton reported that he attended the Metropolitan Strategic 

Plan Workshop.  He stated the 4.4 plan is not moving very well and he feels it is 

still not a definitive enough plan.  He also reported on the water bond that has the 

provision that if the 4.4 plan is not in place by October, Governor Davis and Secre-

tary Babbitt will start working on it.   

14. Director Poveda arrived at 3:00 p.m. 

15. Director Inocentes reported on his attendance at the First Friday 

Breakfast where US Generating gave a presentation on the plant in Otay Mesa.  

He was told they have put their application in to the State and they are now push-

ing an air cooled system instead of water cooled.  They felt the District was asking 

too much and came at them too hard and that's why they went with air cooled.  The 

plant will be done in two phases and there might be a chance in the second phase 

to talk about water cooled.  He also heard that US Generating's application may 

not be approved because Duke already has the necessary air credits which US 

Generating does not.   

General Manager Cardenas stated he had heard that the plant might be a 

hybrid of water and air cooled. 

Director Inocentes also reported on his attendance at the Urban Water Insti-

tute Board meeting where the decision was made to increase their membership 

fee from $200 to $300 and expand into Northern California.  He spoke to them 

about having the next annual Board of Directors meeting at Otay with a tour of the 

Water Conservation Garden.  He would like to put the Garden forward next time for 

the award that was given this year to Sweetwater Authority's demineralization 

plant. 
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He reported on his attendance at the Federal Affairs Committee and the 

end of the session bash held in Sacramento.  He announced he is running unop-

posed for the alternate on the ACWA Policy Development Committee.  He also 

reported on his attendance at the Metropolitan Water District Strategic Plan meet-

ing. 

Director Price reported on her attendance at the Urban Water Institute 

meeting.  She stated she is looking forward to the Board workshop on Friday. 

16. With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 

adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

 
 
___________________________________ 

President 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________ 
District Secretary 


